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OPEN LETTER
Regarding extension of the BDQ
license to the EECA region

We as a patient community of the Eastern Europe and Central Asia region (EECA) wanted to express
our collective concerns regarding the situation with access to bedaquiline treatment in our region. As it
has been reported by the WHO, nine of the world’s 30 countries with the highest burden of MDR-TB
are: Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation,
Tajikistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.! While the EECA region has the highest proportion of new and
recurrent cases of MDR-TB, the treatment coverage is still unsatisfactory.

Recently, bedaquiline has become a crucially important medication for ensuring effective MDR-TB
therapy. Therefore, on behalf of the patient community, we wish to express our gratitude for Janssen
Pharmaceutica’s efforts for research in this field which enabled access to more effective therapy options,
contributing to the development of an all-oral standard of treatment for MDR-TB. However, its price
remains a serious burden for middle-income countries’ health budgets, which are significantly
constrained, especially considering COVID-19 budget cuts. This creates a barrier for affordability and
access to effective TB treatment in the region, the latter being critical for EECA countries to ensure
adequate therapy coverage and prevent further TB infection spread.

Thus, stable and wide access to MDR-TB treatment is one of the current priorities for middle income
countries of EECA, however, it is hard to obtain due to limited procurement capacities. In such
circumstances it is incredibly important to involve different tools aimed at simplifying access to
treatment of socially dangerous diseases.

Therefore, we call on Janssen Pharmaceutica to negotiate with partners and consider an extension of the
bedaquiline license via MPP to all countries of the EECA region or any other means that will guarantee
access to generics in the region in a transparent manner enabling competition from multiple companies
to ensure affordable pricing. This will sufficiently alleviate the budget burden and will secure better
access to TB treatment and diagnosis in these countries. Alternatively, discussions can be initiated to
ensure effective utilization of the flexibilities provided for by the TRIPS agreement.

! https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/tuberculosis/data-and-statistics/multidrug-and-
extensively-drug-resistant-tb-mxdr-tb




Today, at a time of crisis in the global health care sector, it is critically important that your company
adopts pro-patient policies and responsiveness to the aforementioned challenges. Thus, we sincerely
hope for cooperation from your side in fostering the access to bedaquiline in EECA countries.

Sincerely,

Sergey Dmytriiev, Director of Policy and Advocacy, CO «100 Percent Lifey;

Yuliia Kalancha, Executive Director, TB Europe Coalition;

Anabhit Harutyunyan, the President, «Positive People Armenian Network» Social NGO;
Aybar Sultangaziev, Director, the Partnership Network Association;

Denis Godlevskiy, Regional Coordinator, International Treatment Preparedness Coalition in EECA
(ITPCru);

Elchin Mukhtarli, Head of «Saglamliga Khidmat» Public Union;

Natalia Shumskaia, Chairperson, AIDS Foundation East-West (AFEW) in the Kyrgyz Republic;
Nikoloz Mirzashvili, Executive director, Network TBpeople Georgia;

Oksana Ibragimova, the Acting President of the ALE «Kazakhstan Union of People Living with HIV»;
Parvana Valiyeva, Executive Director of «Saglamliga Khidmat» Public Union;

Pavel Savin, Project Coordinator at the Branch of the Public Fund «Answer» in Almaty;

Ruslan Poverga, General Director, NGO Positive Initiative;

Safarali Naimov, Executive Director, Stop TB Partnership, Tajikistan;

Sergey Filippovych, Director of the #SoS_project at the Alliance for Public Health;

Sergey Uchaev, President at the NGO «Ishonch va Hayoty;

Tatsiana Zhurauskaya, Chairman of the Board, Republican public association «People PLUSy;

Tatyana Nikitina, Director at the NGO RIEC «INTILISH».
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OTKPBLITOE ITMCBMO
KacarebHO paciuMpeHus JTHLEH3HU HA
0eJaKBHJIMH Ha cTpaHbl pernoHa BEIIA

OT MMEHHM MalMEHTCKOro cOooOIIecTBA XOTUM BBIPA3UTh HAIIy KOJUICKTHMBHYIO OOECIOKOCHHOCTH
CUTyallMel C JOCTYNIOM K JICYEHHIO MYJIbTHpE3HCTeHTHOro tybepkyinesa (MJIY-TB) mpenapatom
OemakBuinH B cTpaHax Boctounoit EBpornel u Lentpansroit Asun (BELLA). CornacHo onienkam BO3,
Azepbaiimxkan, benapyce, Kasaxcran, Keipreiscran, Pecniy6nuka Mongosa, Poccuiickas ®enepars,
Tamxukucran, Ykpanna u Y30ekuctan BXoiT B 30 CTpaH MUpa ¢ caMbIM BBICOKHM Opemenem MJTY -
Th. Hecmotpss Ha TO, uTto pernoH BEIIA oTinuaeTrcss oueHb BBICOKMMH I10Ka3aTENsIMU HOBBIX U
MOBTOPHBIX  ciaydaeB mpuoOperenuss MJIY-Th, oxBar 1eueHueMm Bce e€mEe  OCTaeTcs
HEYJI0BJIETBOPUTEIBHBIM.

B nocnennee Bpemst OedakBWIMH SIBISICTCS OJHUM U3 BaXXHEMIIMX IpernaparoB A OOeCIeyeHHs
s dexturor Tepanuu MJIY-TB. [loaToMy OT nuIia ManMEHTCKOTO COOOIIECTBA BBIpa)kacM HaIly
o6naronapHoctb «Janssen Pharmaceutica» 3a TpoBOAMMBIC HCCIEAOBAaHUS W pa3pabOTKU B ITOU
00J1acTH, KOTOPBIE TTO3BOIMIIH MOIYYHUTh JOCTYII K JOMOIHUTEIBHBIM ONIUAM 3()(HeKTHBHOM Tepanun
JaHHOTO 3a00JIEBaHUS M CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIM CO3/IaHUIO MOJHOCTHIO MEPOPATLHOTO CTaHAAPTA JICUCHUS
MIJIY-TB.

Tem He MeHee 1leHa OeaKBIIIMHA OCTACTCSI CEPhE3HBIM OpEeMEHeM IS OI0KETOB CTPaH CO CPETHUM
YpPOBHEM J0XO0Jla, TaK KaK WX OIO/DKETh HA eI 3PaBOOXPAHECHUS CYIIECTBEHHO OTPaHUYCHBI,
ocobenno ¢ yderoM maHgemuun COVID-19. Dt1o cozmaer Gapbep misa goctyna K 3OQPEKTUBHOMY
JIEYCHUI0 TyOepKyJe3a B perruoHe, B TO BpeMs Kak OOecleYeHHe MpernaparoM UIrpaeT pelarolnee
3HAYCHHUE IS TOKPBITHS IIOTPEOHOCTH B JICICHUH U MTPEIOTBPAILICHIH TaTbHEHIIIET0 PaCTIPOCTPAHCHHS
undekun Th B crpanax BEILIA.

Taxkum oOpa3om, ycroituuBslid foctyn Kk jedenuto MJIY-Th B HacTosiiiee BpeMsi SBISETCS OJHUM U3
aKTyaJIbHBIX MpUOpUTETOB M1 cTpadH BELIA co cpenHum ypoBHEM 0OXOJI0B, OJTHAKO €ro TOCTHKEHUE
ABIISICTCS TPYIHOMU 3a/laueil BBHY OIpaHMUEHHON 3aKyMOYHON COCOOHOCTH BBIIICYKa3aHHBIX CTPaH.
ITpu Takux 0OCTOATENBCTBAX OUEHb BAXHO 3a/1€HICTBOBATh BCE JOCTYITHBIE MEXaHU3MBI, HAIIPABJICHHBIE
Ha YIPOILEHHE JOCTYIA K JICYSHUIO COLMAIBHO 3HAYMMBbIX 3a00JI€BaHUH.

[TosToMy MBI IpU3bIBacM KOMIIaHUIO «Janssen Pharmaceuticay nmpoBecTu neperoBopsl ¢ mapTHEPaMU U
PaccMOTpPETh BO3MOKHOCTD PACHIMPEHHS JIMIICH3WN Ha OCTaKBUIIMH sl BceX cTpaH pernoHa BEITA
nyteM Bbiiaun JmieH3un MIII win obecnedynTh JOCTYI K FEHEPHUYECKOW BEPCHH JIIOOBIM JPYTHM
crioco6oM. JlaHHOe cornamieHue IOKHO ObITh MPO3pauyHbIM M 00ecledMBaTh BO3MOXHOCTH IS
KOHKYPEHIIMU CO CTOPOHBI HECKOJIBKUX TCHEPHUUECKUX MMPOU3BOAUTENEH, UTOOBI JOOUTHCS JOCTYITHBIX
LEeH. DTO 3HAYUTEIbHO CHU3MUT HArpy3Ky Ha HAIMOHAJIbHbIE 3aKyNOYHbIE OIOIKEThl U TEM CAMBIM
00ECTIeUHT JIyUIIHiA JOCTYI K JIeUeHUto 1 quarHoctike Th B 3Tux cTpanax. B kauecTBe anbTepHATHBBI
MBI FOTOBBI PACCMOTPETh BO3MOKHOCTh IIPUMEHEHUs MMOKHUX monoxeHuil CornameHus o TOProBbIX
acIreKTax MpaB WHTEIUIEKTYyalIbHOW COOCTBEHHOCTH.

CeroaHs, BO BpeMs T7I00ANIBbHOTO KPU3HCA B CEKTOPE 3PAaBOOXPAHEHHUS, Mbl CUMTAEM KPUTUUECKUM
BaXHbIM, 4TOoObl Bama KoMmaHUs @pOSBWIA OTKPBITOCTH U PEATU30BbIBANA  IOJHUTHUKY,



OpPUEHTUPOBAHHYIO Ha MAI[MEHTOB, IIPU PEarupoOBaHUU HA BBILICYIIOMSHYTHIE IpoOsieMbl. VickpenHe
HajeeMcsl Ha Barle coTpyIHHYECTBO B BONpOCax OOECIedYeHusl JOCTyna K OeJaKkBWIMHY B CTpaHax
BEIIA.

C yBaxxeHuew,

Cepreit [Imutpues, Jupexrop no nonuruke u aapokanuu, bO «100 [Tpouentos XKuzumy;

HOnus Kananua, McnonaurensHblil qupektop, EBponeiickas koanuius no 6opsoe ¢ TyOepKyie3om;
Aitbap Cynranrasues, [upexrop, Accormanus «IlapTHepckast ceTb;

Anaut Apytionss, [Ipe3unent, Counanbaast HITO «ApMsiHCKast ceTh MO3UTUBHBIX JIOJCHY;

Henuc I'opneBckuii, Pernonanbubiil koopauHatop, Koanuuust no roroBHocty K jedeHuto B BELIA
(ITPCru);

Haranps lymckas, [Ipencenarens npasienus O® «CIINJ Pona Bocrok-3anmag B Keipreizckoi
PecrryOmukey;

Oxcana Mb6parumosa, u. o. [Ipesunenta OFOJI «Kazaxcranckuii Coro3 Jlroxeit, XKuBymux ¢ BUYy;
[TaBen Casun, Koopaunarop npoekroB @unuana O6mectBeHHOT0o @oHIa « Answer» B T. AJIMartsl;
[TapBana Banuesa, Ucnonnutensublil nupekrop, HIIO «Carnamnura Xuamar»;

Pycnan [osepra, ['enepanpubiii {upexkrop, O6mectBenHas Accoruarus [losutuBHas Mannnatusa;

Cagapamu Haummos, HcnomnurtensHelii aupektop, OOmecTBeHHass opraHuzanus «OCTaHOBHUTH
TyOepkyne3 B TamKuKucTaney;

Cepreit @unmunmoBud, [upexkTop pernoHaIbHOTO MpoekTa #S0S project B AJbstHCE OOIECTBEHHOTO
3/10pOBbBS;

Cepreit Yuaes, [Ipencenarens npasinenuss HHO HUimonu Ba Xaér;

Taresina Xypasckas, [Ipencenatens IlpaBnenus, PecmyOnukanckoe oOuiecTBeHHOE 00bEeIMHEHHE
"Jrogu IUIFOC";

Tatestna Hukutuna, J{upexrop, HHO PUOILL «INTILISH»;
Huxono3z Mupzamsuim, cnonmautenbhpiit aupextop, Cetb Tbpeople ['py3us;

OnbunH Myxrtapau, {upexkrop HITO «Carnamnura Xuamary.



