[bookmark: _GoBack]HIV/AIDS is a comprehensive problem dealing with medical, social, economic, human rights and other issues.  In Ukraine in has been always difficult to define a single high-level government authority that would take the responsibility for the whole HIV/AIDS response in the country.  For instance, it is clear that the MoH is in charge of treatment issue, but placing the responsibility for social services for MARPs such as prevention/care and support at one Ministry has always been problematic.  With the establishment of the State HIV/AIDS Service in 2007 (State HIV/AIDS Committee at that moment), the implementation of HIV/AIDS related activities has become more coordinated. At the same time, the state HIV policy and programming is carried out at higher government levels and being an executive body, HIV/AIDS Service doesn’t always have a possibility to influence high-level decisions.  Meanwhile, highest government official lack strategic vision regarding HIV/AIDS programs.  There are 48 entities involved in the implementation of the current National AIDS Program but the entity responsible for coordination, monitoring and oversight of the activities has never been defined.

To ensure effective HIV policy programming and implementation it is crucial to facilitate meaningful involvement of the relevant Ministries in the processes of planning, implementation and monitoring of HIV/AIDS related activities.  Strong liaisons must be built among different government structures involved in the epidemic response.  State-of-art evidence based approaches and interventions have to be the basis of the government HIV strategy.  At the moment government HIV strategy doesn’t exist, and state HIV programs are planned taking into consideration nothing but the available resources which often do not correlate with the actual needs.

